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	Greetings from Giuseppe! This is the green month!  Happy St. Patrick’s Day!    Of course, the treats can be green, too.  Green Apples, Alfalfa Cubes, etc.  Green is a wonderful color!  (Heehaw!  Heehaw!  Heehaw!)

It seems that every year Daylight Savings Time comes earlier and earlier.  This year it’s on March 9h; so turn your clocks forward on Saturday night and don’t be late for the barn on Sunday!   (Heehaw!  Heehaw!  Heehaw!)
 

	We look forward to seeing everyone at our annual dinner.  It’s on the 9th at 6:30 pm at the Franklin Fire Dept., right off Route 23 in Franklin.  The address is 137 Buckwheat Rd., Franklin, NJ 07416.

	
We had a new staff member join us in January and February.  Andrew Montaro, Vernon, was laid off from his regular work of laying terrazzo floors and wanted to keep busy.  He was also very interested in the horses.  So, Andrew joined us for a little bit before he went back to the floors.  He enjoyed the horses so much he asked if he couldn’t come on the week-ends.  Of course we said yes!  (Heehaw!  Heehaw!  Heehaw!)


	March Birthdays

	Our very best wishes go out to Henry Theuvenin (5), Ava Biancamano (8),  Evie (8), Anastacia Pallis (10), Matt Fletcher (17), Kimmie Coscia (28)


	Early Spring Calendar

	3/9
	Oxbow Annual Awards Dinner
	4/28
	Oxbow Show

	3/24
	Dressage “Fix-A-Test”
	5/5
	Cross Country Schooling

	3/31
	Michael Page Jumping Clinic
	5/12
	Michael Page Jumping Clinic

	4/14
	Michael Page Jumping Clinic
	5/26
	Oxbow Show

	
	
	
	

	Fix-A-Test

	We’ll be running a “Fix-A-Test” on March 24th.  Our Dressage judge is Peggy Hipple.  The USEF Dressage tests are new this year.   It’s a great opportunity to re-focus and get ready for the 2019 season.

	

	Spring Cleaning

	Check out the sign-up sheets for mane and tail pulling, trimming, sheath/teat cleaning   and tack cleaning.    All those chores you may not have time for, but should get done so we are all spiffy for Spring!  (Of course, I’m always spiffy.  Heehaw!  Heehaw!  Heehaw!)

	

		Michael Page Clinic

	We had a great group come out and work with Michael on February 10h.  Megan Calkin riding Sugar, Barbara Nabors on Loki and Melissa Sinopli aboard Lacey joined our friend from Middletown, Tammy Washalski and our friends from Smoke Rise: Melinda Hartman and Jessica Smith  

Sugar, being the smallest in the group, certainly kept up with the big horses.  Michael would want her to add a stride in the line because she’s a pony, but Sugar would want to lengthen and do it as the horses were jumping it.    Megan did a great job staying with her “big jump.”  We have Michael scheduled for March 31st.  Come out and hone your skills for the upcoming season and have fun doing it.  

	

	Oxbow Pony Club

	The Oxbow Pony Club is re-certified for 2019.       What’s  Pony  Club, you ask?      The  Mission Statement states: “The United 

	States Pony Clubs,  Inc.,  an  organization  for  youth,  provides a program that teaches riding, mounted sports, and the care of horses and ponies, thereby developing responsibility, moral judgment, leadership and self-confidence.”

USPC is an educational organization that progressively develops the well-rounded horseperson.  The well-rounded horseperson is capable of riding safely and tactfully on the flat, over fences, and in the open.  Knowledgeable care of horses and ponies (Horse Management) is basic to the well-rounded horseperson.

USPC is committed to the well-being of the horse.  Fair and friendly competitions develop teamwork and sportsmanship.  Fun and friendship are part of Pony Club.

	USPC requires parental and volunteer involvement and support.

The USPC is committed to safety.

The local club is the core of the USPC.

The Oxbow Riding Club (aka the Saturday Program) follows the USPC guidelines and educational progressions.  When a member joins the USPC her/his ratings become official and are recognized nationally, as well as internationally.  We encourage our members to take   the   next   step   and   become USPC members.

Megan Calkin, Kimmie Coscia, Emma Gentles are our junior members.  Nancy Just and Melissa Sinopoli are part of “The Horsemasters”.  It’s the adult section of Pony Club.  They have the opportunity to follow the Pony Club curriculum and earn ratings just like the kids.  If you have questions please talk to Tara, our Center Administrator.  Her cell is 973-903-3722

	

	Sponsors

	It’s the beginning of the season and once again we’re looking for sponsors for our 2019 season.  Check out the many choices in our   Event Schedule or the enclosed sheet.  We appreciate your support and know that your sponsorship benefits everybody!

	

	Volunteers

	Our first outside show of the season is on April 28th.  Yikes!  That’s just seven weeks away!  So, we are looking for volunteers.  Our first show does not include cross country so it’s a good show to come out for since it’s a bit lower keyed than our horse trials.

All of the jobs are easily learned and don’t require any “equine expertise”.  So, look at our dates on the enclosed sheet and let us know which ones will work for you.  We know you’ll have a fun time.  After all, you’ll be with us!  (Heehaw!  Heehaw!  Heehaw!)

	

	Show Attire

	With the beginning of the new show season, riders may need new attire.  Here are the items that will make you “legal,” and keep you from 

	being eliminated.  Our schooling shows are a bit  more  informal  than  regular  “recognized”
shows so it’s a good introduction to showing.

Helmet – A black ASTM/SEI hunt cap must be worn at all times when mounted.  Protective headgear is defined as a riding helmet which meets or exceeds ASTM (American Society for Testing and Materials)/SEI (Safety Equipment Institute) standards.  Competitors may wear a colorful hat cover cross country and a rain cover in inclement weather.

Pants – White or light-colored (buff, canary or tan) breeches or jodhpur pants for young children.  Jodhpur pants should be worn with leather garter straps (they go around the leg at the top of the calf) and elastic foot straps (they attach to the bottom of the pants and go under the boot.)  A belt is required if the pants have belt loops.

Boots – Field or dress boots or paddock boots.  Field boots are tall boots with laces, dress boots don’t.  Paddock boots are short boots that are worn with half-chaps.  They give the look of tall boots.  The half-chaps are smooth, made of leather or leather-like material, without fringe.  Black is the most acceptable color.

Shirts – Light colored riding shirt with neckband collar.  The shirt should have sleeves so that it may be worn when jackets are waived in hot weather.  Sleeveless shirts and T-shirts are not allowed.  At schooling shows light-colored polo shirts are acceptable.   

	
Jackets – At schooling shows jackets are not mandatory.  Riders can wear sweaters or vests over their shirts.  If you are purchasing a jacket, the most acceptable color is black.  

Other equipment that is necessary as you move up the levels are a body protecting vest for jumping cross country and a medical armband for cross country and show jumping.  (We have the medical armbands; they’re $10.  

	
The above are the basics.  We will certainly advise you before making any purchase.  The most  important  aspect  is  that  everything fits well and is safe.




	Oxbow Raiders 4-H Club

	The yearly requirements for maintaining 4-H membership in good standing is to attend 70% of the club’s  meetings,   give  a  club  or   county Presentation, complete a project record book and pay the annual dues.

Presentations are given at the club and county level and members who are in 8th grade or higher and receive an “excellent” rating at the county level qualify to attend the State Presentations, which are held at Rutgers University. 

	
There are 3 methods of Public Presentation.  The first is a “Formal Speech,” which is a speech without visual aids.  The purpose of the

	Formal speech is to inform, to persuade, to entertain, to stimulate action or further interest in a topic of community concern.

The “Illustrated Talk” is a speech presented for the same purposes as the formal speech with the addition of visual aids such as charts, pictures, slides, models or posters.  Audience attention is easier to hold, since the visuals allow for more showmanship. The Illustrated Talk is the most common speech done.

The third method is “The Demonstration”.  This method goes a step further than the illustrated talk in that it shows how to do some-

	The judge’s score sheet for Demonstrations and Illustrated Talks use the following criteria:
Presence is 20 points (Includes appearance, voice projection, eye contact and attitude).  Presentation is 50 points (Includes explanation of purpose/introduction, organization, use of visual aids, coordination of speech with action, summary), Content is 30 points (Knowledge of subject, accurate & current information, results of finished product/lesson taught.)
Although giving a public presentation can be scary, it’s easier when you have your fellow club members with you and you are talking about a favorite subject: the horse!

	
Emma Gentles
Reporter

	

	4-H Schedule

	3/2
	Meeting – Practice for dinner
	4/6
	Meeting

	3/9
	Awards Dinner
	4/20
	Easter Egg Hunt

	3/16
	Officers’ Meeting
	4/4
	Meeting

	3/23
	Meeting
	4/18
	Meeting

	
	
	
	

	Easter Bunny Needs Help

	Weather permitting; we will have  our Easter Egg Hunt on April 20th.  I hope we don’t have to keep the eggs white to hide them in the snow!  (Heehaw!  Heehaw!  Heehaw!)  So, if you can be here, come out and help hide the eggs.  

	

	Quotes of the month

	“Our ambition should be to rule ourselves, the true kingdom for each one of us; and true progress is to know more and be more and to do more.
- Oscar Wilde

“To learn how to think is to learn how to live.”
- Ernest Holmes  





[image: C:\Users\Tara Bowles\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\TNEHOC3P\st_patricks_day_clipart_2[1].gif]




































































image1.gif




